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State" and the "~ational Health Service" are relevant, particularly as the Authors anticipate a world wide circulation. Despite the stringent revision referred to in the Preface, some of the information presented appears antiquated, even allowing that this book will be read by students from unsophisticated medical centres. The whole suhject of intravcnous transfusions and fluid and electrol~·te replacement should be given greater emphasis, and he considered ahead of the possibility of shock. The cannulation of large central veins is now routine and needs description, and has replaced cutting down onto peripheral veins. The descriptions of drug dosage and physiological variables, blood volume and tidal volume for example, should be given morc precision and related to body weight. Some statements are misleading, such as .. more and more patients are receiving monoamine oxidase inhibitors for mild psychiatric disorders", and there are some major omissions, for example, no mention is made of the hazards of beta adrenergic hlockade or major electrolyte imbalance. The section on arrhythmias, surely much better called dysrhythmias, is so brief and imprecise it is positively dangerous. A lot more updating is needed before producing the ninth edition.
:'I!. T. S. R.OBERTS.
Applied
Respiratory Physiology (2nd Edition This book will undoubtedly fill a place in the library of many anaesthetists similar to that of the first edition which was entitled "Applied Respiratory Physiology with special reference to Anaesthesia". The main text covers 444 pages and is followed by five appendices (28 pages) and an extensive "Bibliography and References" .
The text and references have been updated and Illanv sections rewritten, A numher of new secticins have been added.
The morphology of the lung now includes some excellent electron micrographs and this chapter has a very good section on the nonrespiratory' functions of the lung. The applied aspects of artificial ventilation have been expanded and greatly improved as has the section on pulmonary oedema. l\Iany diagrams have been improved by re-drawing, for example, the pressure (volume curve for the paralysed patient.
The a,uthor has used S.l. l:nits throughout but in most cases ha,; the more familiar units indicated in parenthesis. The appendix " Physical quantities and units of measurement" includes a table for conversion to S.1. units together with some explanation of the rationale for using them. A useful appendix ":'\omograms and conversion charts" has been added.
I t is a pity that there are a number of printing errors in the text with CO 2 being used instead of CO or O 2 in several places. On page 217 the word "not" has been omitted before "essential " in a section which students find difficult.
The clarity of the text and diagrams particularly in dealing with difficult areas of respiratory physiology is one of the great attributes of this book.
The first edition was a great step forward for anaesthetists and this edition is one which .ill(/Csiilc,ill (//ul IlIil'llSil'f Cart, 1',,1. I', A'n . ./, Xovl'mbl'r, 1.'177
